REVISING

Name_________________________________________Date_____________________

Writers revise their work to make sure that they have a well-written paper.  Reread your paper several times, reading for a different revision area each time.  Don’t be afraid to move paragraphs, delete sections, or rewrite passages.  This step is improving your overall writing.



Revising Checklist


	FOCUS:

Reread your thesis statement – know what your main point is.  Then reread your entire essay to make sure you keep coming back to that main point (especially in the clincher of each paragraph).

CONTENT / IDEAS:

Read through all of the supporting details with which you filled each paragraph.  Make sure all of your supporting details are FRED and ASE worthy.  Does every fact, reason, example, detail, anecdote, statistic, and explanation support your thesis statement?

ORGANIZATION:

Read through to ensure that you have all parts expected in a well-structured essay (introduction, supporting paragraphs, and conclusion).  You will have these if you followed your outline.

Next, read through to make sure you have transitioned smoothly from one paragraph to the next and from one sentence to the next.  Add transitional words and phrases to aid this process.

SENTENCE STRUCTURE:

Read each sentence separately.  Check to ensure that you have a variety of sentence types, including:

· Compound sentences
· Sentences with openers

· Sentences with an S-V split

· Sentences with closers

VOICE / WORD CHOICE:

Read through to make sure that you have avoided second grade words, such as “get” / “got” / “said”…  Make sure your paper sounds like an eighth grader or someone older was writing a formal assignment for a teacher.



Initial next to each revision strategy.  This will tell your teacher that you have completed that revision strategy.

EDITING

Writers edit their work to polish up a nearly-finished product. This fine-tuning process should be initiated after you have finished revising. Think of it as cleaning up your work for publication.



Essay Editing Checklist
· I have corrected misspellings.

· I have corrected punctuation error (commas, semicolons, end punctuation)

· My writing contains correct capitalization of sentences & proper nouns.

· I have used apostrophes correctly with possessives.

· I have no contractions in this formal writing.

· I have avoided the pronouns -- I, me, mine, we, our, ours, you, your, yours — in this formal writing.

· I have written sentences – especially the thesis statement -- using parallel structure.

· I have eliminated all fragments.

· I have eliminated all run-on sentences.

· I have used all words correctly.

· I have checked for commonly misused homonyms (there, their, they’re; to, too, two; threw, through)

· I have eliminated passive voice and replaced it with active verbs whenever possible.

· I have varied my sentence structure so the writing uses a mix of sentence types:

· Compound sentences

· Complex sentences with openers, S-V splits, and closers








































