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KNOWING POE
Name________________________________Date______________

You are about to begin your search for information about an author of your choice for your Author Study Project. To practice, we are going to work together to discover some intriguing information about a popular author:  Edgar Allan Poe.   Follow the directions to complete your research on Edgar Allan Poe.  Note the type of information you are discovering.
STOP #1  POE’S LIFE – A VIDEO
1. Watch the Video “The Mystery of Edgar Allan Poe”
2. Follow along with the worksheet as you watch.
3. Complete the blanks with the information you discover
STOP #2  POE’S DEATH
1. Go to http://knowingpoe.thinkport.org
2. Click on “Poe, the Person”

3. Click on the “It’ll Be the Death of Me” in the drop down menu

4. Complete the “It’ll Be the Death of Me” sheet

STOP #3  PRINCIPLES OF POETRY
1. Go to http://knowingpoe.thinkport.org
2. Click on “Poe, the Writer”

3. Click on the “The Poetic Principle” in the drop down menu

4. Complete the “Good Poetry” sheet

STOP #4  (extra credit)
Go to http://knowingpoe.thinkport.org
NOW TRAVEL AROUND THE SITE TO VIEW MORE INFORMATION ON POE AND TO COMPLETE “POE’S LEGACY” AND SEE ALL THAT HE LEFT BEHIND FOR US.

The Mystery of Edgar Allan Poe

Video

Name______________________________

1. Poe was a man both blessed and cursed by his _________________________.

2. Poe saw women as ____________________________ figures.

3. Poe’s mother was an ___________________________.

4. Poe’s mother was struck with __________________________ in Richmond, VA, while his father abandoned his family when Poe was _____________ year(s) old.

5. The three Poe children were put in ___________________________________.

6. Edgar Allan Poe was taken in by the _____________________ family.

7. (True or False) Poe was never athletic.

8. When Poe was 15, he swam _______________ miles against the James River in Richmond.

9. Poe’s first love was his childhood friend’s __________________ who died of ________________________.

10. What happened to Mrs. Allan?________________________________________

11. In 1827, John Allan sent Edgar off to __________________________________.

12. (True or False) Poe was popular in college.

13. John Allan gave Poe only enough money to __________________________.

14. Destitute, Poe tried to make money __________________________ and was $_________________ in debt.

15. (True or False) John Allan did not help Poe get out of debt.

16. Poe fled to ____________________________ and enlisted in the army under the name of ________________________________.

17. Poe attended _____________________________________, a military academy.

18. At the age of twenty, Poe published two books of ________________________.

19. Frances Allan, Poe’s foster mother, died of ____________________________.

20. Poe had been orphaned by two ________________________ and rejected by two _______________________.

21. In 1831, Poe moved to ________________________ to the house of his aunt, Maria Clemm and her eight-year-old daughter, Virginia Clemm.

22. In 1834, Poe was summoned to the deathbed of ________________________.

23. (True or false)  Poe was left with only one thing in John Allan’s will.

24. Poe was appointed to be _______________ of the Southern Literary Messenger.

25. Poe was known as the _________________ man because of his brutal reviews.

26. What happened to Poe when he found out that Virginia was going to move?  ________________________________________________________________

27. Poe was in love with ______________________ and was very upset.

28. Poe married his cousin, Virginia Clemm.  She was only _____________ years old, and he was ________________ years old.

29. (True or False) Poe’s life was a constant struggle to make ends meet.

30. In 1842, he secured a meeting with U.S. President _______________________ to request a government job, but he appeared ______________________ when he showed up.

31. Poe used the meeting to solicit ___________________________________.

32. The themes of his stories are firmly rooted in the grim realities of his _________.

33. (True or False) Poe’s life was free from catastrophes.

34. (True or False) Poe struggled most of his life with death and making money.

35. Poe created / invented the ___________________________ story.

36. In 1843, Poe published ___________________________________, where the narrator proclaims his sanity and explains how he chopped up an old man.

37. Perhaps no story has struck closer to Poe’s soul as __________________________________________________.

38. The disease ____________________________ killed many of Poe’s family.

39. The red death probably symbolized _____________________ because of the __________________________________.

40. In 1842, Poe noticed that Virginia had consumption / TB when she ___________ and had ________________ on her lips.

41. In 1845, Poe achieved greatest fame with his poem, _____________________.

42. Poe’s nickname became _________________________________.

43. Poe earned $__________________ for this poem.

44. (True or False)  People flocked to see Poe perform dramatic renditions of “The Raven.”

45. “The Raven” tells the story of a poet longing for ________________________.

46. As he wrote the poem, his own ____________________ was dying.

47. In 1846, Poe moved his dying wife to a cottage in _______________________.

48. Poe worked approximately _______________ hours a day.

49. (True or False) Poe eventually recovered from the loss of Virginia.

50. Poe summoned his child-like bride in his poem, _______________________.

51. Poe proposed to Helen Whitman in a _______________________.

52. Poe’s reputation as a ____________________ doomed his hopes.

53. Poe became _________________ to Elmira Shelton in 1849.  He headed to New York to tell Maria Clemm.

54. The last people to see Poe in Richmond commented on ______________________________________________________.

55. On October 3, 1849, Poe was found semi-conscious on a __________________ street.

56. What is one theory on what happened to Poe?  ______________________________________________________________

57. Poe was carried into a __________________________________.

58. (True or False)  Poe was delirious toward the end of his life.

59. Poe died on __________________, ___________________, ___________.

60. Poe desired ______________________ and found only _________________.

Poe’s death is surrounded by mystery.  State a brief description of what we know and what we don’t know about Poe’s final days of life.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Certain clues point to different reasons for his death.  What clues have led experts to the following conclusions?

Was it CHOLERA or MERCURY POISONING?


Was it CONSUMPTION or TUBERCULOSIS?


Was it HEART DISEASE?


Was it GAS LIGHTING or CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING?


Was it BRAIN LESIONS?


Was it CROOKED ELECTIONS?


Was it ALCOHOLISM?


Was it RABIES from CATS?


What is your theory and why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

BONUS #1

Who was making the noises and talking in the basement of the library?

______________

BONUS #2

Who is the POE TOASTER?  Why is it such a mystery?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

BONUS #3
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Where did the Baltimore Ravens get their name?  Explain

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Many people consider Edgar Allan Poe to be one of the finest literary critics of his time. Literary critics examine what other people have written. Through this examination, they often outline what they feel is good writing. Their analysis often gives readers a framework for looking at a text. It provides readers with background information and other thoughts they may not have considered in interpreting a piece of literature. 

Some critics today say Poe was at his best as a literary critic when he wrote "The Poetic Principle." In it, Poe explains his thoughts on poetry and its creation. 

Insert Poe’s opinions on poetry and then add your opinions on the Principles of Poetry also:

	PRINCIPLE
	POE
	ME

	Length of a poem


	
	

	Emotion of a poem


	
	

	Moral lesson of a poem


	
	

	Truth in a poem


	
	

	Beauty in poetry


	
	



Visit the http://knowingpoe.thinkport.org site.  Roam around the area to discover the answers to the exciting thoughts and works left to us by the great Edgar Allan Poe.

Edgar Allan Poe was an orphan at the age of __________.

He was a schoolboy who had mastered even the most complex ___________works by the time he was a teenager.

He was a man deeply connected with the city of ____________________. 

Poe was the inventor of the ________________ story.

He was the father of the modern American __________________.
He was the architect who helped the world discover ________________ as a literary genre.

He was an important _______________  __________________ who helped define American literature, film, and other arts.

Edgar Allan Poe’s work has been _____________by some and ___________________by others.

Ask any three people who have witnessed an accident — and they will probably tell you three different stories. The stories may be somewhat the same. However, each person would share how things looked from their ____________  ____  

_____________.  This is a technique Poe added to make his writings come to life.

Poe built his short story "The Gold Bug" around a ______________________. The main character has to know how ciphers work in order to solve this mystery. 

Edgar Allan Poe was a prolific writer.  List at least five of his poems and five of his short stories in the spaces below.

POEMS



SHORT STORIES

___________________________
___________________________

___________________________
___________________________

___________________________
___________________________

___________________________
___________________________

___________________________
___________________________

Mrs. Powers
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Go to � HYPERLINK "http://knowingpoe.thinkport.org" �http://knowingpoe.thinkport.org� 


Click on “Poe the Person”


Click on “It’ll Be the Death of Me”
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