A sudden shift of Beaver’s weight, and a punch flew at my head.  I ducked and delivered a hard one with all of me behind it into the soft, hairy belly button.  As I straightened up, I heard, almost before I felt, a sickening thud on the top of my head.  The force of it drove me backward into waiting arms, which trampolined me back in to the action.  My hair was grabbed and my head was yanked back.  A crushing forearm knocked through my upper body, and my head flopped forward until my jaw slammed my chest.  The world sounded like it was under water.  The side of my face was being hammered and I stumbled backward, no longer understanding what was happening to me.  A knee slammed up under my ribs lifting me off my feet, and I felt something warm, almost hot, spreading over the insides of my ice-cold legs.  My bones rattled as my rear thumped the sidewalk.  I lurched forward instinctively, jamming my head between my knees, and locking my fingers behind my ears.  And I hid motionless over the sidewalk like a rabbit under the shadow of an eagle.  Footsteps pounded past me.  Almost from another world.  I was distantly aware of one sharp kick in my side, and then all was silent.
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