APOSTROPHE QUIZ
Name____________________________________Date____________________

Show what you know:  
The following questions are written in the same format you will see on the PSSA and the SAT.  Read the passage for each question.  As you read, try to discern the grammatical error.  Look over the answer possibilities.  Once you have chosen the appropriate correction, write the letter of the correct answer on the line beside the question.

_______1.   (1) Ralph Ellison was a writer whose essays and speeches have been the subjects of scores of books, M.A. theses, and Ph.D. dissertations.  (2) However, Ellisons two volumes of literary anthologies haven’t brought him as much recognition as his only novel, The Invisible Man.  (3) This novel has been acclaimed a critical and artistic masterpiece. (4) It chronicles the social and intellectual issues facing African-American man in the twentieth century.

Which revision would correct the mistake in punctuation? 

A. Add an apostrophe to  essay’s and speech’s  in sentence 1. 

B. Add an apostrophe to Ellison’s  in sentence 2. 

C. Remove an apostrophe from havent in sentence 2. 

D. Add an apostrophe to chronicles in sentence 4.
_______2.   (1) George Washington Carver developed hundreds of uses for peanuts.  (2) Most of us are familiar with peanut butter.  (3) Are you aware, though, that peanuts properties make them valuable ingredients in the production of medicines and cleaning solutions? (4) That’s what made George Washington Carver’s research truly amazing.

Which revision would correct the mistake in punctuation? 

A. Add an apostrophe to  hundred’s  in sentence 1. 

B. Add an apostrophe to peanuts’  in sentence 3. 

C. Remove an apostrophe from thats in sentence 4. 

D. Remove an apostrophe from Carvers in sentence 4.

_______3.   (1)  B.B. King is a world-famous blue’s musician.  (2) B.B.s career started at the age of fourteen when he bought his first guitar for a few dollars. (3) He’s been performing blues now for over fifty years.  (4)  Audience’s still enjoy him today.

Which sentence is punctuated correctly? 

A. sentence 1 

B. sentence 2 

C. sentence 3 

D. sentence 4

_______4.  (1) In this class, its a mistake to write or speak as if you arent educated.       (2) Student’s who want to excel in high school and college, and then in life, must decide that they want to learn the proper way to speak and write.  (3) A students writing is a picture of who that student is.  (4) If a student does not take the time to acquire the knowledge to write correctly and properly, that student’s job search will be difficult.  
Which sentence is punctuated correctly? 

A. sentence 1 

B. sentence 2 

C. sentence 3 

D. sentence 4

_______5.  (1) All students oral communication skills are important also.  (2) Even Walmarts bosses and managers want employees who can present themselves well.   (3) As a nation, we must understand that just as it is each schools responsibility to teach, it is also all of the students responsibilities to learn. (4) The schools are living up to their responsibilities; now it is up to the students to live up to theirs.
Which sentence is punctuated correctly? 

A. sentence 1 

B. sentence 2 

C. sentence 3 

D. sentence 4

_______6.  Which sentence contains a mistake in apostrophe usage? 

A. If you think your clothes are fine, Tara’s are the best. 

B. If you think your hair and nails look great, you should see hers. 

C. They sold a months worth of outfits in a single day. 

D. The children’s toys, particularly the twins’ bikes, are always the latest and most interesting. 
_______7.  Which is the correctly punctuated version of this sentence? 

A. As a nation, we must understand that just as it is each school’s responsibility to teach, it is also the students’ responsibilities to learn.
B.  As a nation, we must understand that just as it is each school’s responsibility to teach, it is also the student’s responsibilities to learn.

C.  As a nation, we must understand that just as it is each schools’ responsibility to teach, it is also the student’s responsibilities to learn.

D.  As a nation, we must understand that just as it is each schools’ responsibility to teach, it is also the students’ responsibilities to learn.

_______8.  Which is the grammatically correct version of this sentence? 

A.  Although our country has come a long way, a battle still rages over womens rights.
B.   Although our country has come a long way, a battle still rages over women’s rights.

C.  Although our country has come a long way, a battle still rages over womens’ rights.
_______9.  It was about halfway through his last set of conferences that Mr. Man realizes he did not much like his current set of students.  
Which of the following answers best contracts the underlined words? 

A.  did’nt 

B.  didn’t
C.  didnt
D. did not
_______10.  Which sentence is written correctly? 

A. The heat was so high in the classroom that even the teachers eyes began drooping.

B. The heat was so high in the classroom that even the teachers’ eyes began drooping.

C. The heat was so high in the classroom that even the teacher’s eyes began drooping.
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Show what you know:  

Read the questions from the test sheet.  Decide upon your answer.  Write the letters of the correct answers on the lines below.
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