COMMA QUIZ
Name____________________________________Date____________________

Show what you know:  
The following questions are written in the same format you will see on the PSSA and the SAT.  Read the passage for each question.  As you read, try to discern the grammatical error.  Look over the answer possibilities.  Once you have chosen the appropriate correction, write the letter of the correct answer on the line beside the question.

_______1.   (1) The Liberty Bell, a symbol of freedom is famous for its long history and its signature crack. (2) It was originally cast in 1752, and at some point before 1846, it developed a crack. (3) There are several stories that explain how the crack occurred, but the truth is uncertain. (4) The bell now hangs in the Liberty Bell Center in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
Which revision would correct the mistake in punctuation? 

A. Add a comma after freedom in sentence 1. 

B. Add a comma after point in sentence 2. 

C. Add a comma after stories in sentence 3. 

D. Add a comma after hangs in sentence 4.
_______2.   “This afternoon our class will be hosting a guest speaker who is an art historian for the local art museum,” the teacher told her students. “She will present to us I am sure you will appreciate it the art of Vincent van Gogh.”
Which is a correct way to write the underlined part of the sentence to indicate an interrupter?

A. to us I am sure you will appreciate it, the art of Vincent 

B.  to us, I am sure you will appreciate it the art of Vincent 

C. to us. I am sure you will appreciate it. The art of Vincent 

D. to us, I am sure you will appreciate it, the art of Vincent

_______3.   (1) Developing healthy exercise habits at an early age, is important. (2) Even a half hour, or 30 minutes of walking each day will help boost your overall health. (3) Getting enough exercise, as most experts say, makes your heart stronger. (4) There are other benefits to daily exercise, such as, helping you sleep better at night. 

Which sentence is punctuated correctly? 

A. sentence 1 

B. sentence 2 

C. sentence 3 

D. sentence 4

_______4.  (1) Many people love calico cats for their patches of white, orange, and black fur. (2) It may be surprising to find out that the word calico refers to the color pattern, not to the breed, size, or personality of the cat. (3) Almost any breed of cat—including the American shorthair the American wirehair, and the Japanese bobtail—can have the calico color pattern. (4) It is interesting that calico cats are considered a sign of good luck, are viewed as peaceful, and are nearly always female. 

Which sentence needs a comma? 

A. sentence 1 

B. sentence 2 

C. sentence 3 

D. sentence 4
_______5.  (1) The magnolia is an ancient flowering plant species. (2) It was named after the French plant scientist Pierre Magnol. (3) The pollen produced by the flower attracts beetles in search of food. (4) Thus, the innermost part of the magnolia flower is tough, a trait that prevents damage by beetles. 

Which revision that combines sentences 1 and 2 into one sentence most improves the style of the paragraph? 

A. The magnolia was named after the French plant scientist Pierre Magnol and is an ancient flowering plant species. 

B. It was named after the French plant scientist Pierre Magnol, and the magnolia is an ancient flowering plant species. 

C. The magnolia, named after the French plant scientist Pierre Magnol, is an ancient flowering plant species. 

D. The French plant scientist Pierre Magnol was the man for whom the magnolia, an ancient flowering plant species, was named.

_______6.  (1) Heathrow Airport in London is one of the world’s busiest most crowded international airports. (2) Traveling through the airport can be hectic and confusing. (3) Workers do their best to assist the many global travelers. (4) These helpful and friendly employees help to direct people from all over the world. 

Where should a comma be added? 

A. after busiest in sentence 1 

B. after hectic in sentence 2 

C. after many in sentence 3 

D. after helpful in sentence 4
_______7.   (1) The White House, for the most part, is a very important building to visit. (2) There you will see the Lincoln—Room but first, you must see the outside of the White House. (3) Sometimes you can (see) the president walking on the lawn. (4) There is a great deal of history to learn, during a visit, to the White House. 
Which sentence uses punctuation correctly? 
A. sentence 1 
B. sentence 2 
C. sentence 3 
D. sentence 4
_______8.  (1) Skilled musicians know that keys to success are, practicing often, listening to advice, and relaxing. (2) Many new musicians get too little practice, they have a hard time accepting feedback, or they forget that making music should be fun. (3) These new musicians would do well to establish a routine, set clear goals, and reward themselves for their hard work. (4) Musicians, learn, refine, and finally master, their craft by forming these good habits. 

Which sentence uses commas correctly? 

A. sentence 1 

B. sentence 2 

C. sentence 3 

D. sentence 4

_______9.  (1) The Portuguese water dog, a working breed was once a valued companion to people who fish. (2) In fact, these dogs worked on boats that fished along the coast of Portugal. (3) The Portuguese water dog, a highly skilled swimmer, herded fish toward fishing nets. (4) They were also messengers, which meant they delivered news from one boat to another. 

Which revision should be made to the paragraph? 

A. Add a comma after breed in sentence 1. 

B. Add a comma after boats in sentence 2. 

C. Remove the comma after dog in sentence 3. 

D. Remove the comma after messengers in sentence 4.

_______10.  Which sentence contains a mistake in comma usage? 

A. The play about immigrating to the United States was inspiring, educational, and entertaining. 

B. The squirrel leaped from one branch to another, scrambled quickly, down the tree, and raced across the yard. 

C. We walked along the lakeshore, stopped at a small park for lunch, and then went swimming at a beach. 

D. Hiking, biking, and canoeing are some popular outdoor activities in the Pocono Mountains of Pennsylvania.

_______11.  Three statistics that all good baseball managers look at closely are batting average runs batted in, and runs scored. 

After which word should a comma be added? 

A. statistics 

B. closely 

C. are 

D. average
_______12.  Since Erica wanted to go with us she had to get ready in a hurry. 

Where should a comma be added to correct the error? 

A. after Since 

B. after wanted 
C. after us 

D. after ready

_______13.  Which sentence is written correctly? 

A. After September 11 2001 the safety precautions were increased all over especially in New York City, New York.

B. After September 11, 2001, the safety precautions were increased all over, especially in New York City, New York.

C. After September 11, 2001 the safety precautions were increased all over especially in New York City, New York.

D. After September 11, 2001 the safety precautions were increased all over, especially in New York City, New York.

_______14.  Read the passage below.
(1)“Videotape is the wave of the future,” declared Clarissa. (2)“There’s no doubt about it! (3)Not only is it a popular medium for today’s artists, but it has practical applications as well.”

(4)“You’re right,” Angela agreed. (5)“Video has been a boon to us on the swimming team—even when we don’t like what we see! (6)When we see ourselves on tape, we see immediately where our shortcomings are: a kick that’s uneven or too much time lost at the turn.”

(7)“I work with emotionally-disturbed children,” mused Carmen “and, now that you mention it, perhaps videotaping the teachers at work would be helpful.”
Which revision should be made to the paragraph? 

A. Change the comma after future in sentence 1 to a period. 

B.  Remove the comma after artists in sentence 3.
C.  Remove the comma after and in sentence 7. 

D.  Add a comma after Carmen in sentence 7. 
KEY

1. A – Commas around an appositive or nonessential phrase/clause

2. D – Commas around an interrupter or nonessential phrase/clause

3. C – Sentence 1 has comma between subject and verb

      Sentence 2 is missing second comma around an appositive
      Sentence 4 incorrect comma after “Such as”

4. C – Commas between items in a series

5. C -  It includes the facts from both sentences in a succinct way that keeps the focus on the flower by placing the information about Pierre Mangol in an appositive.
6. A – Commas between equal adjectives describing the same noun
7. A - The phrase “for the most part” is a nonrestrictive/ parenthetical element that is set off by commas.

8. C - Correctly uses commas to separate three independent clauses in a series.

9. A - A comma after “breed” is necessary to set off the nonessential appositive.

10. B - Incorrectly uses commas to separate three verb phrases in a series by adding an unnecessary comma after “quickly.”

11. D – Commas between items in a series.

12. C – Commas after introductory phrases/clauses.

13. B – Commas within and after dates, between cities and states.

14.  D – Commas around dialogue tag that interrupts direct quotation.
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