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The objectives for this requirement are:

** Expand and/or enhance subject matter knowledge

** Acquire and utilize research skills

** Develop evaluation and selection skills

** Expand/develop critical thinking skills

** Expand writing skills

** Learn and apply MLA format skills

What is a research paper?

A collection of information that you have discovered about a specific topic combined with your conclusions, reactions, and opinions about those discoveries.  A research paper’s information comes from a variety of sources, not just the opinion of one.  A research paper contains a well-developed thesis statement that is supported in the body of the paper.

A research paper is not:

**a book report
** a summary of a few articles, etc.

** a series of quotations, words of others

**copying another person’s work without acknowledging it
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STEP 1    SELECTING A TOPIC

According to the instructions from your classroom teacher, you will review topic ideas, which are related to your current unit of study.  Select one you are interested in working with for the next several weeks.  It must be approved before you begin the research process to ensure materials are available.  

STEP 2    COMPLETING PRELIMINARY RESEACH

Before you begin taking notes, you must complete some preliminary research in order to make sure that there is enough information available to complete your research project.  Identify some key words, terms, names, dates, etc., to help you locate information about your topic.  You must decide if your topic is too narrow (meaning you cannot find enough information to support your idea) or too broad (meaning you can find enough information to write several books on your idea).  Secondly, a list of sources must be created for the note taking stage.  From the information you discover through your preliminary research, you will generate a thesis statement.  While doing the preliminary research, jot down ideas about your thesis statement.

STEP 3    WRITING A THESIS STATEMENT
Now you are ready to write your thesis statement.  Review the information you have jotted down.  What is your belief or theory about what you have discovered?  Your statement of belief or theory will be your thesis statement- the single most important sentence in your paper.  Your entire paper will be based on this statement.  Write this statement on a note card and keep it in front of you throughout the entire research process.  Review the next page for information on how to write a thesis statement.
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What is a Thesis Statement?

The thesis statement in a piece of writing is a statement of opinion, which the entire work is designed to support.  It is a conclusion that you have drawn from what you have read that you have reason to believe is true.  It is your educated hunch, guess, or theory.  Your paper will then set out to prove to the reader what you believe to be true.

A good thesis statement is vital to a successful paper.  It is the central idea that you are going to state in your introduction and support in the rest of your paper.

Your thesis statement provides a clear-cut guide to what you will research and take notes on for your paper.

A good thesis contains your opinion of your topic and can be argued-it is not simply a statement of universal fact!

A thesis statement usually has three key parts on which you plan to elaborate.

A thesis statement is only one sentence.

It is the single most important sentence in your paper.

Examples of Good Thesis Statements:

Due to the tragedies experienced throughout his life--from childhood, throughout adolescence, and into his careers and the family life of his adulthood--depression and melancholy are the prevalent themes in all of Edgar Allan Poe’s writings.
The technology of baseball has improved significantly in all aspects – the balls, bats, gloves, protective equipment, and uniforms -- since 1884.

Violence on television affects how teenagers view life, establish their values, and treat others.

Poor Thesis Statements:

Edgar Alan Poe wrote the best horror ever.
James Patterson is my favorite author.
Hitler was an evil man.
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Inside the GAMS Library…
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To get a broad overview of a subject in the GAMS Library, you'll read and browse general sources of information using three strategies: 

1. Shelf-browsing 

2. Catalog browsing 

3. General reference browsing

1. Learn to Shelf-browse 

The GAMS Library uses the Dewey Decimal System of classification.  It is how the nonfiction and reference books are organized on the shelves. Browsing the shelves is an important step when you're trying to get ideas for your research project, so it's worth the effort to become familiar with our system.

Below is a Dewey Decimal call number guide, if you wish to bypass the catalog and go directly to the shelves for a first look at your topic.  Remember, though, that a book can have only one location in a library.

Dewey Decimal Classification System

000  Generalities 


   500  Natural sciences & mathematics  

100  Philosophy & psychology 
   600  Technology & Applied sciences 

200  Religion 


   700  The Arts  

300  Social sciences 

   800  Literature

400  Language 


   900  History  

2. Learn to Search the Destiny Online Catalog 

[image: image10.wmf]
Browse a list of books and materials in the GAMS Library related to your topic.  

On any school computer, go to (  start  , 


click on (  Internet , 

then click on the (  Destiny  icon. 

You can search by title, by author, by subject, or by using a keyword.


3. Learn to Search the Encyclopedia 

You can learn a lot about a subject simply by looking it up in the index of a set of general encyclopedias. (The index is usually the last volume in the set) 

Sometimes a certain topic is broken down into subcategories. This not only gives you an idea of what other keywords to use while searching for information, but it also narrows what might otherwise be a rather broad subject.  You’ll be able to see what topics the experts who work in this field consider important enough to treat separately.  

When you browse through an encyclopedia index, you get an idea of topics covered and how the topics are organized. Do a little skimming and look for interesting issues or ideas.
Outside the GAMS Library …
· POWER Library

The POWER library allows you to access thousands of full text periodical articles, newspapers, a major encyclopedia, plus photographs, pictures, charts, maps, and reference materials. You will find materials of interest in most subject areas.

.  

On any school computer, go to ( start  ,


click on (  Internet ,       

then click on the (  Power Library   icon
· The Internet

The Internet is like a library with no catalog, where all the books get up and move themselves every night. The problem is not that of "finding anything" but finding a particular thing. When your search term brings back 130,000 hits, you still wonder if the one thing you're looking for will be among them.

This can be a BIG problem when you're trying to do research on the Internet. Too much information is almost worse than too little, because it takes so much time to sort through it to see if there's anything useful. Here are some tips to help you become an effective Internet researcher.

1. Ask your librarian how she would approach a search for your topic on the Internet. Most reference librarians, especially subject specialists, have done a lot of Internet research and may have a pretty good idea of how successful you'll be in researching your particular topic there.

2. Understand how search engines work. Search engines are software tools that allow a user to ask for a list of Web pages containing certain words or phrases from an automated search index. The search engines send out a software program known as a spider, crawler or robot. The spider follows hyperlinks from page to page around the Web, gathering and bringing information back to the search engine to be indexed.

3. Know the difference between a search engine and a directory
A search engine like Google or Hotbot lets you seek out specific words and phrases in Web pages. A directory is more like a subject index in the library.  Some examples of directories are Yahoo! and the Internet Public Library.   
4. Consult a subject directory on the Internet. The subject-classified Web directories will provide you with your main source of links to reference materials on the Web. In addition, many public and academic libraries, like the Internet Public Library (http://www.ipl.org/ ), have put together lists of links to Web sites, categorized by subject. 


1. Plagiarism is literary theft.  It is using someone else’s words or ideas as if they were your own.  Because it is considered such a serious offense, most colleges and universities have policies severely punishing students who plagiarize.  Some policies call for automatic failure in the class involved, and some even call for expulsion.  With such severe ramifications possible, it is best to learn from the outset how to avoid the offense.

2. Copying word for word without quotation marks or acknowledging the author or source.

3. Summarizing key words or phrases without acknowledging the author or source.

4. Paraphrasing information without acknowledging the author or source.

To avoid plagiarism, you should:

· Cite direct quotes – put quotation marks around information you take “word-for-word” from a source

· Cite paraphrases

· Cite summaries

· Cite numbers, dates, and statistics

· Cite ANY information that comes from another source and is not common knowledge

· When in doubt, CITE IT!


When you write a research paper or use research as a part of any writing, you must show where you found the material you are using or “borrowing.”  This material might be facts, opinions, quotations, pictures, etc.  Regardless of what it is, you must acknowledge your sources.  You will be shown how to cite or document this information in your written work.  You will also need to include a Works Cited page, which is a list of the sources you use in your paper.  Your Works Cited is compiled from the sources you cited in your notes, which is why it is important to complete this correctly!  Pay close attention to the order of information, punctuation, capitalization, etc. when citing your sources.  When it calls for underlining, you may also italicize.  When writing your sources, double space and indent any lines after the first one.  Below are three of most commonly used sources (for your author study) and an example for each.

	Information Gathered From…
	Author’s Web Page

	Cite Source
	“Knowing Poe.” Maryland Public Television. Thinkport:  2002.  14 April 
           2009.

	Slug
	Notes


	Information Gathered From…
	Contemporary Authors

	Cite Source
	“Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849).”  Contemporary Authors Online, Gale, 2009.

	Slug
	Notes


	Information Gathered From…
	SIRS Discoverer

	Cite Source
	"Edgar Allan Poe." Edgar Allan Poe. Sept. 1992: n.p. SIRS Discoverer. Web.  

       29 Nov 2012

	Slug
	Notes



After writing your first source at the top of your first note-taking sheet, you are now ready to begin the research stage of the process.  Write each of the sources you plan to use onto separate note-taking sheet, according to the examples on the previous page.  

With your thesis statement as your guide, begin taking notes to support your belief or theory using the note–taking examples on the next pages.  After you have taken notes from the useful sources that you have found, you may discover you need more information.  At this stage you will need to find additional sources relating to your topic that are available.  

For your paper, know the number of sources required.  You will want several different kinds of sources.  Sources include magazines, newspapers, reference books, encyclopedias, journals, non-fiction books, personal interviews, Internet articles, websites, etc.  You may have as many sources as you can find; they just cannot be all of the same kind.  For example you may not use only five magazine articles.  You may use two magazine articles in addition to two other kinds of sources.

PLEASE NOTE:  Google and Bing etc. are not sources; they are search engines.  The source is the site these search engines bring up for you to use.

________________________________________________________________________________


When you find information that you might want to use in your paper, record it on your note-taking sheet.

These sheets will help you track where you found your information and save time!

1. From each source, write on only the note-taking sheet from that source.
2. On every note-taking sheet identify the source from which the notes come.  Beside each note, write the page # from which the notes come.  If you do not do this now, you will be wasting your time to go back later and do it!

3. Put only one idea from one source at each bullet point on your note-taking sheet.  
4. Identify the topic/idea of each note by identifying each bullet point with a slug.  A slug is a word or phrase that tells you at a glance what is contained in that note.  For example: “Rescue Attempts”  “Survivor Testimony”  “Statistics on Deaths.”  You may have many notes with the same slug but from different sources.  That is good research.  Adding the slug now will prevent you from having to reread every note later to determine where it belongs in your paper. Slugs go next to each note on your sheet.

	Cite Source

“Knowing Poe.” Maryland Public Television. Thinkport:  2002.  14 April 2009.

	Slug

	Notes

	Slug
	Notes










Summary







Paraphrase

Direct Quote




Original Passage:  

Once free, Harriet Tubman joined the Abolitionist cause and soon decided to become a conductor on the Underground Railroad—the secret organization that aided southern slaves in their flight to freedom.  Over the next ten years she made at least 15 expeditions into Maryland and personally escorted more than 200 runaway slaves to the North.  Undeterred by the large rewards offered for her capture, she appeared to have something of a sixth sense in finding food and shelter during these hazardous missions and never lost any of her charges.

From “Tubman, Harriet.”  Collier’s Encyclopedia.  1994, page 12
Direct Quotation


Paraphrase


Summary




This step helps you develop a road map for writing your paper and proving or supporting your thesis statement.  Remember that all parts of your outline and final paper should support your thesis statement. 

1. Place your thesis statement card in front of you.
2. Write your thesis statement in the introduction of your topic outline
3. Look through your notes and make sure your slugs can be placed according to the main points you plan to address to support your thesis.  If your slugs do not coordinate with your planned topics, you may need to change your topics to fit the research you found.
4. Decide which slugs fit together as topics and subtopics for your essay.
5. Any notes that do not fit into any of the parts of your thesis statement must be set aside or they may be useful in your introduction or conclusion.  Keep all notes!  Next, look at the number of notes you have for each section of your essay.  Do you have enough notes for each major division and for each subdivision?  If you do not, you must do additional research!

6. You have now organized your information in preparation for writing your working topic outline.  


John Brown 

Mrs. Smith 

Language Arts 

12 February 2010 

The Technology of Baseball: 1884-Present 

I.  Introduction

A. Attention Getter:

B. Thesis:  The technology of baseball has improved significantly in all aspects – the balls, bats, gloves, protective equipment, and uniforms -- since 1884. 

II. Baseballs 

      A. Dead Ball Era 

      B. Lively Ball Era 

      C. 2000 MLB Baseball 

III.  Bats 

      A. Wood 

           1. Ash 

           2. Maple 

      B. Aluminum 

IV. Gloves 

      A. Early models 

      B. Bill Doak model 

      C. Modern 

V. Protective Equipment 

      A. 1884-1905 

      B. Facemasks 

      C. OSI 

      D. Batting Helmets 

VI.   Uniforms 

      A. Early wool 

      B. Modern synthetic 

VII.  Conclusion

A. Restate Thesis and three or more main points

B. Final Thought

Here is a blank outline that you can use 

to create your own working outline.

Working Title:________________________________________________

I. Introduction

A. Attention Getter

B. Thesis Statement ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

II. Thesis Reason 1:  


A. 


B.


C. 

III. Thesis Reason 2:

A.


B.


C.

IV. 
Thesis Reason 3:


A.


B.


C.

V. Conclusion


A.  Restate Thesis

B. Final Thought

**Things to remember:

1. Your thesis reasons must follow the order of your thesis statement.

2. For every A there must be a B; for every 1 there must be a 2.

3. The more detailed your outline is, the easier time you will have writing.

4. Keep your ideas parallel.

5. Ask yourself:  If my reader knows nothing about my topic, am I presenting the most important points in the best order??

If you have gathered enough information on your topic, you are ready to begin writing or typing the first rough draft of your paper.  

1. Whether handwriting or typing, work on one side only of your paper and double space as you write so that you can add information when needed.  Number your pages as you work. 

2. Before writing the draft, read the sections of this packet on Let’s Get Writing and Introductions and Conclusions.

3. For the rough draft you must follow proper MLA documentation of quotations, paraphrases and summaries. 

4. Revising and editing is required.  Please use the strategies you have learned in your language arts classes.

5. Your paper must have a proper heading.  Title pages are not necessary!  The heading should be as follows and appear in the upper left hand corner of your paper:

Your name

Teacher’s name

Course Title

Due date example: 15 May 2005

Let’s Get Started…

We’ll begin our rough draft with the body.  We have much of the information we need in our heads or in our notes.  Here we go . . .

1. Look at Roman numeral 2 (II) of your outline.  Write a topic sentence using that information.

2. Without looking at your notes, write out a three to four sentence skeleton paragraph using any information you remember about that topic.  No need for details at this point!
3. After the skeleton paragraph is written, look through you notes cards that correspond with Roman numeral 2 (II).  Look for notes that will further explain information in your skeleton paragraphs or provide details.  You should include at least two notes but no more than four to five.  You may not use all of the notes that you slugged for this section.  THAT’S OKAY!
4. After you use a source in your paper and have documented it, follow it with your own impression, reaction, opinion, etc.  Do not use I or my!  

Some sentence openers you may consider:

 For example          
 To illustrate
   
This means that        
 An explanation is        

 This indicates

In addition        
In other words
     
Another way to look at it

5. Rewrite the paragraph adding in each note that you have selected for that paragraph.  Don’t forget the citation (Last name Pg #).  More samples on the following pages.

6. Now move on to Roman numeral 3(III). Continue with this process until your entire body is complete.

7. You should have a minimum of three paragraphs when your body is typed.

8. Next we’ll tackle the introduction and conclusion!


Introductory and concluding paragraphs can often be the most thought-provoking elements of a paper, but they can also be the most challenging to compose. There is no right or wrong way to begin or end a paper just as there is no right or wrong way to start a conversation, but certain ideas for attention-getters and final thoughts can be helpful.

· Introductions      "Tell 'em what you’re gonna tell 'em"
The introduction is designed to attract the reader's attention and give her an idea of the essay's focus.

1. Begin with an attention-getter. 

Remember quotations, short stories, (anecdotes), involving the audience, definitions, and questions are great ways to begin the introduction.                               

Startling information
This information must be true and verifiable, and it doesn't need to be totally new to your readers. It could simply be a pertinent fact that explicitly illustrates the point you wish to make.  If you use a piece of startling information, follow it with a sentence or two of elaboration. 

2. After your attention grabber, add one or two more sentences that will be a bridge for the reader from your opening to your thesis statement. 

3. Finish the paragraph with your thesis statement. 
· Conclusions
"Tell 'em what you told 'em"

What you say in your conclusion should match what you said when you introduced the essay: it should be a restatement (but not a mere repetition) of your thesis in a way that shows more fully and clearly what you have been arguing.

1. The conclusion brings closure to the reader, summing up your points or providing a final perspective on your topic.

2. All the conclusion needs is five strong sentences.

3. Begin with restating your thesis statement in a creative way—do not simply copy and paste from your introduction. 

4. Then, simply review the main points (being careful not to restate them exactly). Even making reference to your original attention getter may be a useful way to end.

Leave your reader with a final thought, a thought to keep him thinking after he has finished reading your paper.


5.  

When you use information from your notes, you must properly document it within your paper.  You must state the author and/or source from which you have taken the information.

For example:

According to Collier’s Encyclopedia, “Undeterred by the large rewards offered for her capture, she appeared to have something of a sixth sense in finding food and shelter during these hazardous missions and never lost any of her charges.”

If you do not do this, you are plagiarizing which will result in a 0 for your paper!  You will need to redo the paper correctly!

Go through your note-taking sheets and cross out any sources from which you did not take notes or any whose notes you did not use.  Next, arrange them alphabetically according to author’s last name, or in the absence of an author, first word of article or book title.  Using examples on the next pages, write the rough draft of your Works Cited page.  


The Works Cited page is a separate page at the end of your paper, which lists alphabetically by author or article title every work cited in your paper

**List only those sources you actually cited in your paper. 

· Place the list of works cited at the end of the paper. 

· Center the title, "Works Cited," one inch from the top of the page. 

· Double space between the title and the first entry. 

· Double space both within and between entries. 

· Begin each entry flush with the left margin. 

· Indent subsequent lines one-half inch (five spaces). 

· Alphabetize by the author's (or editor's) last name. 

· Entries without an author are alphabetized by title.   

Let’s look at a few examples on the next few pages…


This guide is based on the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 7th ed.

Books

Basic Format:

Author's Last Name, First Name. Title of the Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year.  Medium 
of Publication. 
Books by a Single Author
Fukuyama, Francis. Our Posthuman Future: Consequences of the Biotechnology Revolution. New 
York: Farrar, 2002. Print. 

Books by Two or More Authors


If the book has two or three authors, list all of the authors. If the book has more than three authors, list the first one, followed by et al. The same rule applies when listing editors of a book. 

Block, Holly, et al. Art Cuba: The New Generation. New York: Abrams, 2001. Print.
Salzman, Jack, David Lionel Smith, and Cornel West, eds. Encyclopedia of African-American 
Culture and History. 5 vols. New York: Macmillan, 1996. Print. 

Book with No Author 

  

Dictionary of Ancient Greek Civilization.  New York: Bantam, 1996.  Print.

  

Book with Edition 

  

Times Atlas of the World.  5th ed.  New York: Times, 1991. Print.

An Article or Entry in a Reference Book
Basic Format:
Author's Last Name, First Name (if available). "Title of the Article or Entry." Title of the Reference 
Book.    Vol. Volume Number. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. Medium of Publication. 

Signed Examples (have an author)
Piccarella, John. "Hendrix, Jimi." The New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians. 2nd ed. Vol. 
11. New York: Grove's Dictionaries, 2001. Print. 

Unsigned Example (no author)
"Northern Right Whale." Beacham's Guide to the Endangered Species of North America. Ed. Walton 
Beacham, et al. Vol. 6. Detroit: Gale, 2001. Print. 

Journal, Magazine, Newspaper Articles - Print Versions

Basic Format:
Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Periodical Title Volume number. Issue number
 (Date of publication): Page number range. Medium of Publication. 

Article in a Journal
Carter, Nancy Carol. "The Special Case of Alaska: Native Law and Research." Legal Reference 
Services Quarterly 22.4 (2003): 11-46. Print. 

Article in a Magazine


For most magazine articles, you only need to cite the magazine's date of publication (no volume or issue number). 

Goodell, Jeff. "The Plunder of Wyoming." Rolling Stone 21 Aug. 2003: 64-69. Print. 

Article in a Newspaper
Gladstone, Valerie. "Shiva Meets Martha Graham, at a Very High Speed." New York Times 10 Aug. 
2003, New England ed., sec. 2: 3. Print. 

Journal, Magazine, Newspaper Articles - From a Library Database

Basic Format:
Author's Last Name, First Name. "Title of Article." Periodical Title Volume number.Issue number 
(Date of  publication): Page number range. Database Name. Medium of Publication. Date of 
Access. <URL>. 

Examples
Cummings, Scott T. "Interactive Shakespeare." Theatre Topics 8.1 (1998): 93-112. Project Muse. 
Web. 14 Aug. 2003. <http://www.press.jhu.edu>.

Web Pages

Basic Format:
Author's Last Name, First Name. Title of Page/Document. Title of the Web Site. Sponsoring 
Organization, Publication/Updated Date. Medium of Publication. Date of Access. <URL>. 

Examples
Argonne Researchers Create Powerful Stem Cells From Blood. Argonne National Laboratory, 24 
Feb. 2003.  Web. 10 Jan. 2004. <http://www.anl.gov/ Media_Center/News/2003/news030224.htm>. 

 
An easy way to create your Works Cited page in the correct format is to go to an online resource, such as Citation Machine at http://citationmachine.net.  

· Click on the button labeled MLA format.
· Decide which type of print or non-print source you are using.

· Then input all of the information that it asks of you from your source.  (You will need to have  your source in your hand at this time).

· When the program generates your citation, simply copy and paste it into your word document for your Works Cited page.
See Sample Works Cited page below…




Margins: 1-inch margins surround the left, right, top and bottom of the paper. 

Spacing: The entire paper is typed in Double Space (DS); this includes the name block at the top! 

Name Block: The name at the top should appear on the LEFT hand side of the paper and should include the following in order (one on each line) Your Name, Instructor Name, Class Name, Due Date in Military Style (2 October 2002). 

Title: There must be a title for every paper. It should directly follow the name block and should be centered in the middle of the page. The title should capitalize the first letter of every major word. There should be NO quotation marks, underlining, bold, increased font etc. Remember the entire paper is Double Space, which means there should be no added spaces (triple or quadruple space) between the title and the name block, or the title and the text of the paper. 

Text: The text of the paper again is typed in Double Space. Each paragraph should begin with a five-space indention. There should be no added or blank lines between paragraphs. 

Page Numbers: Your last name and page number should appear on every page on the top right hand side of the paper. This last name and page number should appear WITHIN the 1 inch margin (this is called a header on your computer). You should NOT come down 1 inch, place the last name and page number, and then come down another inch and begin the text—this would give the top margin a two inch space before the text and is unacceptable. 

Font: All papers should be written in 12 size font in a basic readable text such as Times New Roman—no fancy script (or colors). 

Here’s an example of what it should look like…
Your Name

Instructor Name (Mrs. Powers)

Class Name (Language Arts – Green Team)

Date

 


     Yes, You Must Have a Title


This is the MLA typing formation for all English papers. Notice the entire document is typed in Double Space with no extra spaces between name, title or paragraphs.

Your margins are to be one inch on the top, bottom left and right side. Also you should notice the size of the font printed on this page; the font size is 12.

Also notice the five-space indention for each new paragraph. Use the tab key to indent.  All pages will include your last name and the page number, 'Smith 2,' on the top right hand side of your paper inside the one inch margin (approximately one half inch from the top of the page).  You can insert this automatically with the “header” option on your computer.

Look at the Title on this page; take note that it is centered and the first letter of each major word is capitalized. Your title should not be in CAPS or underlined or in “quotation marks!”

Lastly, you may use your creativity, pictures, and color on a title page if you so desire.  A title page is not required since you have a heading on the first page, but if you choose to create one, have fun!

Revise, edit, and proofread your paper very carefully.  Have another person 

proofread for or with you!  There is no excuse for careless errors! 

 

· REVISING
Revising your writing involves looking at the structure of your essay and making major changes, such as reorganizing paragraphs or restructuring the progression of ideas to maximize the effectiveness of your essay. Think of revision as tackling the big picture aspects of your essay.

Revision Checklist:

1. Does the beginning capture the reader’s attention?

2. Does the introductory paragraph lead into the thesis statement?

3. Does the thesis statement clearly state your point of view about your topic?

4. Does the thesis statement list your three principal points?

5. Is the writing focused & clear?

6. Is the writing organized logically? (cause/effect; chronological; example/analysis)

7. Do the details, examples, and reasons fit the chosen topic?

8. Are the details sufficiently described?

9. Did you delete details that do not relate to the topic?

10. Are there any details that should be added to make the writing clearer?

11. Does the writing include sensory details (taste, touch, sight, sound) & vivid images?

12. Are ideas and details connected with sophisticated transitions?

13. Is the choice of words fresh, colorful, & interesting?

14. Have any words been unnecessarily repeated?

15. Have weak, general words been replaced with detailed terms?

· EDITING
Writers edit their work to polish up a nearly-finished product. This fine-tuning process should be initiated after you have finished revising. Think of it as cleaning up your work for publication.



Editing Checklist:
1. I have corrected misspellings.

2. I have corrected punctuation error (commas, colons, semicolons, end punctuation)

3. My writing contains correct capitalization of sentences & proper nouns.

4. All of the verbs agree with their subjects.

5. All of the pronouns & their antecedents agree.

6. I have no misplaced modifiers.

7. I have used apostrophes correctly with possessives.

8. I have eliminated all fragments.

9. I have eliminated all run-on sentences.

10. I have used all words correctly.

11. I have checked for commonly misused homonyms (there, their, they’re; to, too, two; threw, through)

12. I have eliminated passive voice whenever possible.

13. I have varied my sentence structure so the writing uses a mix of sentence types:

· Begin with a subordinating conjunction.

· Join independent clauses with a semicolon.

· Use complex sentence structure.

· Use short & long sentences




      Now…proudly hand your final product to your teacher!!
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Plagiarism (n.):  





The presentation of another writer’s ideas, words, or opinions as if they were your own without acknowledging the sources.  





							--Webster’s Dictionary





* A precise overview of the original – written in your own words


* omits details


* presents only major ideas


* reduces original by 2/3 


* portrays author’s concept accurately


* must be cited











S





* Restates a passage in your own words


* alters the language to make it more readable


* is the same length as the original


* reflects your vocabulary


* must be cited











P





* Repeats the original passage exactly 


* always uses quotation marks


* must be cited





DQ











Tubman—sixth sense





According to Collier’s Encyclopedia,





“Undeterred by the large rewards offered for her capture, she appeared to have something of a sixth sense in finding food and shelter during these hazardous missions and never lost any of her charges.”
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Tubman—Underground Railroad





Risking her own life and avoiding capture, Harriett Tubman led many other slaves to freedom on the Underground Railroad by crossing into Maryland and leading them north 
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Tubman’s Actions





Harriet Tubman:


Joined Abolitionist.


Led slaves north on Underground railroad


Escorted over 200 slaves
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Title is identical to title on research paper





Thesis appears as the last sentence of the introduction, word-for-word.





Entire outline is double-spaced.


First word of each line is capitalized.


Each line is a word or phrase, not a sentence.


Formatting is critical – Roman numerals and alpha-numerical numbers are lined up.


If you have an A, then you need a B.


If you have a 1, then you need a 2.


Paragraphs in the Research Paper follow the order of topics in the Outline.
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