How to Outline Body Paragraphs

Now that you have written your thesis and identified the three main claims your position paper is going to argue it is time to outline the body paragraphs. 

Step 1: Write your topic sentence. This should be a strong sentence that tells the reader how you will use the first point in your thesis to prove your position (whether or not social media has a positive or negative impact). This sentence should include the main idea of the paragraph. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Step 2: Introduce the first piece of evidence. These are the quotations, summarizations, or paraphrased information from your research. Be sure to use in-text citations to avoid plagiarism. 

Step 3: Explain this piece of evidence in your own words. Restate what the author said in different words and show how it proves your thesis claim. 

Remember: EVIDENCE, EXPLANATION, PROOF X 3 (Do this three times)

Step 4: Write a clincher that packs a punch! Tell the audience why your claim is right. 


























Body Paragraph Outline

Thesis Statement (Topic, Opinion, Points)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Body Paragraph #:_________

Topic of Paragraph: ________________________________________________________________________________

Step 1: Topic Sentence (Tell your main idea/ point of the paragraph) 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 2: Evidence #1: Supporting evidence from source. (According to…; In the article…)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 3: Explanation of Evidence #1: (The author is saying…; This quote means…)

	
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Prove it! How does this evidence prove the thesis? (This quote shows…; Because of this evidence…)


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

**Repeat steps 2 and 3 for evidence #2

Step 2: Evidence #2: Supporting evidence from source. (According to…; In the article…)


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 3: Explanation of Evidence #2: (The author is saying…; This quote means…)
	

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Prove it! How does this evidence prove the thesis? (This quote shows…; Because of this evidence…)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

**Repeat steps 2 and 3 for evidence #3

Step 2: Evidence #3: Supporting evidence from source. (According to…; In the article…)


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 3: Explanation of Evidence #3: (The author is saying…; This quote means…)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	
Prove it! How does this evidence prove the thesis? (This quote shows…; Because of this evidence…)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 4: Clincher: Summarize what you argued. Pack a punch! Relate back to the main thesis claim. Leave the audience with an outstanding thought. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Congratulations! This completes one body paragraph for your Position Paper.
You will complete this process a total of 3 times because your thesis has 3 claims. 










Body Paragraph #:_________

Topic of Paragraph: ________________________________________________________________________________

Step 1: Topic Sentence (Tell your main idea/ point of the paragraph) 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 2: Evidence #1: Supporting evidence from source. (According to…; In the article…)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 3: Explanation of Evidence #1: (The author is saying…; This quote means…)

	
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Prove it! How does this evidence prove the thesis? (This quote shows…; Because of this evidence…)


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

**Repeat steps 2 and 3 for evidence #2

Step 2: Evidence #2: Supporting evidence from source. (According to…; In the article…)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 3: Explanation of Evidence #2: (The author is saying…; This quote means…)
	

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Prove it! How does this evidence prove the thesis? (This quote shows…; Because of this evidence…)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

**Repeat steps 2 and 3 for evidence #3

Step 2: Evidence #3: Supporting evidence from source. (According to…; In the article…)


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 3: Explanation of Evidence #3: (The author is saying…; This quote means…)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	
Prove it! How does this evidence prove the thesis? (This quote shows…; Because of this evidence…)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 4: Clincher: Summarize what you argued. Pack a punch! Relate back to the main thesis claim. Leave the audience with an outstanding thought. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Body Paragraph #:_________

Topic of Paragraph: ________________________________________________________________________________

Step 1: Topic Sentence (Tell your main idea/ point of the paragraph) 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 2: Evidence #1: Supporting evidence from source. (According to…; In the article…)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 3: Explanation of Evidence #1: (The author is saying…; This quote means…)

	
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Prove it! How does this evidence prove the thesis? (This quote shows…; Because of this evidence…)


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

**Repeat steps 2 and 3 for evidence #2

Step 2: Evidence #2: Supporting evidence from source. (According to…; In the article…)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 3: Explanation of Evidence #2: (The author is saying…; This quote means…)
	

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Prove it! How does this evidence prove the thesis? (This quote shows…; Because of this evidence…)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

**Repeat steps 2 and 3 for evidence #3

Step 2: Evidence #3: Supporting evidence from source. (According to…; In the article…)


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 3: Explanation of Evidence #3: (The author is saying…; This quote means…)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	
Prove it! How does this evidence prove the thesis? (This quote shows…; Because of this evidence…)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Step 4: Clincher: Summarize what you argued. Pack a punch! Relate back to the main thesis claim. Leave the audience with an outstanding thought. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
