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Show what you know:  
The following questions are written in the same format you will see on the PSSA and the SAT.  Read the passage for each question.  As you read, try to discern the grammatical error.  Look over the answer possibilities.  Once you have chosen the appropriate correction, write the letter of the correct answer on the line beside the question.

_______1.  (1) Mount Davis, located in Forbes State Forest, is the tallest mountain in Pennsylvania.  (2) This fact would be interesting enough on its own, but the height of Mount Davis itself is only part of the attraction. (3) At the very top of Mount Davis at about 3,213 feet above sea level is a rock that is the highest point in Pennsylvania.
Which revision of sentence 3 best uses punctuation to emphasize how high the rock is?

A. At the very top of Mount Davis; at about 3,213 feet above sea level; is a rock that is the highest point in Pennsylvania.
B. At the very top of Mount Davis, at about 3,213 feet above sea level, is a rock that is the highest point in Pennsylvania.
C. At the very top of Mount Davis (at about 3,213 feet above sea level) is a rock that is the highest point in Pennsylvania.
D. At the very top of Mount Davis—at about 3,213 feet above sea level—is a rock that is the highest point in Pennsylvania.

_______2.   (1) In a letter to a friend, John wrote, “The meeting will start at 7:00 Saturday morning.  (2) This means that you and I will have to arrive around 6:45 if we want I am forgetting that we do not have to attend the first part of the meeting. (3) Let’s arrange to arrive at 7:15.”

Where might the writer insert ellipsis points to show a sudden break in thought?

A. After 7:00 in sentence 1

B. After 6:45 in sentence 2

C. After want in sentence 2

D. After arrive in sentence 3
_______3.   The class president announced in her speech that she is requesting healthier options in the lunchroom.

Which is the correct way to rewrite the sentence as a quotation with the underlined words removed?

A. “The class president; is requesting healthier options in the lunchroom.”

B. “The class president, is requesting healthier options in the lunchroom.”

C. “The class president—is requesting healthier options in the lunchroom.”

D. “The class president . . . is requesting healthier options in the lunchroom.”
_______4.  “This afternoon our class will be hosting a guest speaker who is an art historian for the local art museum,” the teacher told her students. “She will present to us I am sure you will appreciate it the art of Vincent van Gogh.”

Which is a correct way to write the underlined part of the sentence to indicate a break?

A. to us I am sure you will appreciate it, the art of Vincent

B. to us, I am sure you will appreciate it the art of Vincent

C. to us. I am sure you will appreciate it. The art of Vincent

D. to us—I am sure you will appreciate it—the art of Vincent
_______5.  (1) Bernie Miller has been my good friend since kindergarten. (2) Last year, he won our school’s most respected honor, the scholar-athlete award. (3) As its name suggests, that honor is given to the student who excels in both academics and athletics. (4) Bernie was the most valuable player in three sports: cross-country, basketball, and soccer. (5) Academically, in the classroom, he will graduate with a straight-A average in all of his subjects. (6) Besides all that, Bernie is a great guy, and I’m proud that he is my friend.

Which sentence contains redundant information that should be removed?

A. sentence 2

B. sentence 3

C. sentence 5

D. sentence 6
_______6.  (1) Recreation was the main goal in the YMCA summer camp program. (2) The campers played group games, completed rounds of individual physical exercise, and swam all afternoon on sunny days. (3) On rainy days, though, the counselors had to create indoor games to keep the campers active. (4) If the first games failed, the counselors would then recreate their ideas to achieve success. 

Where should a hyphen be added? 

A. in re-creation in sentence 1 

B. in exer-cise in sentence 2 

C. in in-door in sentence 3 

D. in re-create in sentence 4
_______7.   (1) Finally, we had purchased a new car. (2) We had never had a new car before, only used ones. (3) We drove home filled with excitement. (4) Then we spent the rest of the evening reading the hard to understand manual that seemed to be written in Greek.
Where should (a) hyphen(s) be added? 
A. in new-car in sentence 1 
B. in used-ones in sentence 2 
C. in filled-with-excitement in sentence 3 
D. in hard-to-understand in sentence 4
_______8.  (1) The 1998 Yankees wanted to win. (2) They proved that they had more overall talent than anyone else. (3) After 177 games, the players had one thing in mind a long vacation without any baseball. (4) Each player had received a World Series ring.
Which sentence needs a dash correctly? 

A. sentence 1 

B. sentence 2 

C. sentence 3 

D. sentence 4

_______9.  To earn money, we sold the following__ cheese pizzas, soft pretzels, cheesecakes, and candy bars.
Which piece of punctuation would be the best choice for this sentence?
A. Add a colon after “following”
B. Add a dash after “following”
C. Add a hyphen after “following”
D. Add an ellipsis after “following”
_______10.  Which sentence contains the best choice of correct punctuation? 

A. After delivering hundreds of pizzas, I knew I soon wanted to become an exsalesperson. 

B. The pizza order forms (I hope I added my totals up correctly) were handed in to Mr. Pennington.
C. Safety is one thing that is very important—actually vital in the car-loading station. 

D. The driver had separated all of the items; cheese pizzas, pretzels, and cheesecakes.
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Show what you know:  

Read the questions from the test sheet.  Decide upon your answer.  Write the letters of the correct answers on the lines below.
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