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Inspiring Readers


J.K Rowling has brought the thrill of reading to millions of people of all ages across the world. She is an inspiration to never give up on your dreams. She went from living on welfare to being a millionaire within five years. She has won lots of awards and has gained worldwide attention. Through hard work and dedication she is one of the most popular and successful authors of all time.


 Her real name is Joanne Kathleen Rowling. She was born on July 31, 1965 at Yate General Hospital in England. She has always been a good writer but had to work hard at it. According to Book Browse, she wrote her first story in first grade, about a rabbit who contracted measles and was visited by friends.  Nothing came from her earlier efforts. She had a happy childhood and describes herself as “shy, freckly, with no natural athletic ability, but a great lover of literature,”  according to NNDB. She was often teased about her last name, getting called “Rowling pin,” and had a fondness for the last name Potter when she was younger. That’s how she came up with the name for her books according to Biography Online.


  Book Browse states that she went to Exeter University to study French after her parents’ encouragement.  She regretted choosing French, saying she would have preferred to study English, but her parents thought French would be more useful.  After graduating she spent a few years as “the worst secretary ever”.  She also worked at Amnesty International.  It’s a charity that’s against human rights’ abuses throughout the world.  It was one of her favorite jobs, and she still supports the charity today.


J. K. Rowling had a good friend named Sean.  According to Biography Online, he was the first person to give her confidence that one day she would be a good writer. “He was also the only person who thought I was bound to be a success at it, which meant much more to me than I ever told him at the time,” she says. He had a car that showed up in one of her books. It was an old Ford Anglia that became the famous flying car that Harry and Ron stole in Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets.


On a long train ride from London to Manchester in 1990, she came up with the idea of Harry Potter according to NNDB.  She thought about all the characters and what they would be. The first being a young boy who didn’t know he was a wizard.  The train was delayed for four hours, and she didn’t have a pen to write it down.  “I was too shy to ask for a pen,” she said.  She remembers being very excited about the idea.  She began writing the novel as soon as she got home.  During the writing of her first Harry Potter book, her mother died of Multiple Sclerosis. Her favorite scene in the first book is when Harry sees his parents in the mirror. It reminds her of the loss of her own mother, and how deeply she wished she could see her again.


In 1991 she left England to teach, but returned in 1994 still trying to finish the first book. When she was working on the book, she also worked full time, and raising her daughter as a single parent.  She finally finished the book and found an agent who tried to get it published. It took over a year but someone finally agreed to publish it, only because his eight year-old daughter liked the first chapter so much.  She was given an advance of $4,000.00. She was advised to continue teaching though, as writers of children’s books don’t tend to get paid well according to Biography Online.  


The first Harry Potter book, Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone, was published in 1996 under the name of J. K. Rowling instead of Joanne Kathleen Rowling. According to NNDB, the publisher feared that boys wouldn’t read a book written by a woman. There were only 1000 copies in the first print.  The book sales started to take off, and more books where printed.  The first edition books are said to be now worth over $20,000 each. She received a grant from the Scottish Arts Council so that she could continue to write full time. 


After the success of her first book, an America company named Scholastic paid her $150,000 to publish the book in America. They renamed the book Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone according to NNDB. In 1998 Warner Brothers secured films rights giving her a seven figure income. The films have helped the success of the books. She finished her last book in the series, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, in 2006 and said that this was her favorite book making her both happy and sad. She said she will continue to write but not continue the Harry Potter series. According to Biography Online, she may release a dictionary of things related to Hogwarts and Harry Potter that were never published in other books. Other books in the series are, Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban, Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire, Harry  Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, and Harry Potter and the Half Blooded Prince.


The Harry Potter series has gotten children excited for books, but according to Book Browse some Christian fundamentalists have said that the books promote and encourage satanic practices. But other Christians praise the books for the themes of courage, loyalty, justice, honesty and fairness that they portray.


J.K. Rowling was voted author of the year in 1999 by the British Book Awards according to Scholastic, and Booksellers Association Author of the year in 1998 and 1999.  She won the WH Smith Children’s Book of the Year for 2000, and in 2004 the WH Smith’s Fiction Award. In 2006 she was the winner of the Children’s Book of the Year for Harry Potter and the Half-Blooded Prince.


In conclusion, J. K. Rowling is the author of one of the most popular series of books of all time, Harry Potter, therefore making her one of the most popular authors of all time.  She has sold over 400 million copies of her books giving her worldwide attention and numerous awards.  She went from having nothing, to being wealthier than the Queen of England. She is the first person to become a billionaire by only writing. She has proven that anything is possible if you have confidence enough to believe in yourself.  Today she lives with her family in a mansion in Scotland, where she still writes in local cafes. 
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