RUN-ON and FRAGMENT QUIZ
Name____________________________________Date____________________

Show what you know:  
The following questions are written in the same format you will see on the PSSA and the SAT.  Read the passage for each question.  As you read, try to discern the grammatical error.  Look over the answer possibilities.  Once you have chosen the appropriate correction, write the letter of the correct answer on the line beside the question.

_______1.   Read the sentences.

Carly used to be uninterested in sports.


She now plays on a volleyball team.

Choose the best correct way to combine the two sentences. 

A. Carly used to be uninterested in sports, but now she plays on a volleyball team.
B. Carly used to be uninterested in sports, so now she plays on a volleyball team.
C. She now plays on a volleyball team, and Carly used to be uninterested in sports.
D. Carly used to be uninterested in sports, but now plays on a volleyball team.
_______2.   Read the paragraph.

(1)There is an easy way to improve your ability to remember a person’s name.  (2) When you are introduced to someone, repeat that person’s name.  (3) For example, if you have just met Joy, say to her, “It’s very nice to meet you, Joy.”  (4) Now you are more likely to remember Joy’s name it is a simple but effective trick. 
Which sentence is a run-on sentence and should be written as two sentences? 

A.  sentence 1
B.  sentence 2
C. sentence 3
D. sentence 4
_______3.   I understand run-ons however, I’m still having trouble with comma splices.
Which choice best punctuates for the underlined part of the above sentence? 

A.  NO CHANGE 

B.  run-ons, however, I’m
C.  run-ons; however, I’m 

D.  run-ons; however I’m
_______4.  When she lectures at schools and public libraries, Cisneros presents the evidence.  An elementary school report card containing Cs, Ds, and a solitary B (for conduct) show her poor academic career.
Which choice best improves the punctuation of the underlined part of the above sentence? 

A.  NO CHANGE
B.  evidence:  an 

C.  evidence; an
D.  evidence an
_______5.  Jack London used the antagonistic force of nature in many of his short stories he believed a conflict between man and nature was a timeless duel.
Which choice incorrectly punctuates for the underlined part of the above sentence? 

A. short stories, he
B. short stories; he
C. short stories.  He
D. short stories, for he
_______6.  Which sentence is correctly punctuated? 

A. In history, we studied about the Navajo, Pima, and Apache Indians furthermore, we studied about their ancestors, the Anasazi.
B. In history we studied about the Navajo, Pima, and Apache Indians; furthermore, we studied about their ancestors, the Anasazi.
C. In history we studied about the Navajo, Pima, and Apache Indians and we studied about their ancestors, the Anasazi.
D. In history we studied about the Navajo, Pima, and Apache Indians; and we studied about their ancestors, the Anasazi.
_______7.  Which is sentence is correctly punctuated? 

A. Jack read books about Navajo art, Pima culture, and Apache religion; and his little brother read books about the Hoib beliefs.
B. Jack read books about Navajo art, Pima culture, and Apache religion, however his little brother read books about the Hoib beliefs.
C. Jack read books about Navajo art, Pima culture, and Apache religion, and his little brother read books about the Hoib beliefs.
D. Jack read books about Navajo art, Pima culture, and Apache religion, plus his little brother read books about the Hoib beliefs.
_______8.  Which sentence is punctuated correctly? 

A. A private reception will precede the opening therefore, we need a list of guests you intend to bring.
B. A private reception will precede the opening so, we need a list of guests you intend to bring.
C. A private reception will precede the opening; so, we need a list of guests you intend to bring.
D.  A private reception will precede the opening; therefore, we need a list of guests you intend to bring.
_______9.  Dear Mr. White Hawk:
We received your letter, and we will be delighted to display your paintings in our museum.  We are delighted to be presenting your Native American art to our patrons, private collectors, and public we are confident of the success of this show.
Which of the following answers does not correct the punctuation error above? 

A.  letter and we
B.  public, and we
C.  public.  We
D.  public, for we
_______10.  Which sentence is written correctly? 

A. I’ve been given a number of new duties, for example, I now have to do all the filing.

B. I’ve been given a number of new duties; for example, I now have to do all the filing.
C. I’ve been given a number of new duties; for example, filing and community outreach.
_______11.  Which of the following answers demonstrates the best punctuation choice for this sentence?
A.  You should choose ham, chicken, or char-grilled vegetable sandwiches; cups of tea, Bovril, or coffee (if you prefer a hot beverage); or grape, orange, or apple juice (if you prefer a cold drink).
B.  You should choose ham, chicken, or char-grilled vegetable sandwiches, cups of tea, cocoa, or coffee (if you prefer a hot beverage), or grape, orange, or apple juice (if you prefer a cold drink).

C.  You should choose ham, chicken, or char-grilled vegetable sandwiches; cups of tea, cocoa, or coffee (if you prefer a hot beverage), or grape, orange, or apple juice (if you prefer a cold drink).

_______12.  Which of the following answers demonstrates the best punctuation choice for this sentence?
A.  There were citizens from Bangor, Maine; Hartford, Connecticut; Boston, Massachusetts; and Newport, Rhode Island.
B. There were citizens from Bangor, Maine, Hartford, Connecticut, Boston, Massachusetts, and Newport, Rhode Island.
C. There were citizens from Bangor, Maine; Hartford, Connecticut; Boston, Massachusetts, and Newport, Rhode Island.
_______13.  Which of the following answers demonstrates the best punctuation choice for this sentence?
A.  My cousin, Martha Mary Louise, is the most talented and original cook I have ever met she is very resourceful and can make almost any old food taste delicious, but she does specialize in the following items: cod, fruitcake, and squash.
B. My cousin, Martha Mary Louise, is the most talented and original cook I have ever met, she is very resourceful and can make almost any old food taste delicious, but she does specialize in the following items: cod, fruitcake, and squash.

C. My cousin, Martha Mary Louise, is the most talented and original cook I have ever met; she is very resourceful and can make almost any old food taste delicious, but she does specialize in the following items: cod, fruitcake, and squash.
_______14.  Which of the following answers demonstrates the correct punctuation choice for this sentence?
A. I love my cat: but, he drives me crazy.
B. I love my cat, but he drives me crazy.
C. I love my cat; but, he drives me crazy.
D. I love my cat, but, he drives me crazy.
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